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Grace and peace from our Lord Jesus Christ! 

On a recent stop at Ollie’s, I found a book called On the Road with Saint Augustine: A  Real-World 

Spirituality for Restless Hearts, which immediately caught my attention because I was introduced to 

books by this author and fell in love with the theme of pilgrimage and the genre of the travelogue 

during my Doctor of Ministry coursework.   The dust-jacket makes clear that it is not a book about 

Saint Augustine but that Saint Augustine’s writings continue to seem contemporary.  Of course, the 

reason that Augustine’s writings are so relevant to believers today is because Augustine was very 

much a pilgrim on the Christian road who could articulate what we’re all feeling on this journey. 

One of Smith’s most significant insights about Augustine’s legacy early in the book, is this:  

Conversion is not a ‘solution.’ Conversion is not a magical transport home, some kind of Floo 

powder to heaven. Conversion doesn’t pluck you off the road; it just changes how you travel. 

Thus, sometimes we can feel fatigue and restlessness as Christians who are on this road—because 

we’re not there yet and there are temptations and distractions all along the way.  It is not smooth sail-

ing as every genuine Christian can attest.  We all struggle every day. 

But this is far better than being on a road looking for home and constantly disappointed.  This is the 

struggle of the lost prodigal who is seeking satisfaction in the road or in the car and never finding 

home.  A pilgrimage requires a destination.  The prodigal never finds rest unless they are found by 

our Father in heaven.  On the road, the prodigal seeks for something that is missing and if they think 

that they’ve found some piece of it then they have to keep looking for yet another piece of it and 

they’re never satisfied.   

I’ve only made it a short foray into the book, but even the introduction had some gems.  Smith says 

that Augustine may make Christianity plausible for many today who have been burned.  He says, 

“That’s not necessarily because you’ve been looking for God, but because you’ve been trying to find 

yourself.”  I’m reminded that John Calvin at the outset of his magnum opus discusses how 

knowledge of God and knowledge of self are intertwined.  Calvin—a Frenchman in exile and a pas-

tor of fellow Frenchmen in exile—had no choice but to recognize himself as a pilgrim.  But we can-

not find God, the Father sees us in the distance and comes running. 

So wherever the road takes you this summer, just remember we’re not there yet but we can see the 

Promised Land in Christ.  This doesn’t mean that we can see every danger ahead or around all of the 

curves that we will take on the journey.  But we know to whom we belong and that He’ll carry us 

there.  Hallelujah!  Amen! 

In Christ, 

Pastor Justin 



 

 

                       July Nap Dinner                                                                                                             

The July NAP dinner will be held at Lewiston 

Presbyterian Church, Wednesday July 2, 5:00 

PM, 505 Cayuga  Street, Lewiston, NY.  The 

NAP dinner is a nice way to meet your neigh-

bors, enjoy fellowship, share a meal.   All are  

Welcome                                                              

Christmas in July 

 Samaritan's Purse Christmas Child shoe boxes            
are here .   They will be blessed and sent on their 
way November 16.  Boxes are available in 
church or from Lis Slenk. 

Soon school supplies will be on sale in the 
stores.  If you pick up a box now, it gives you 
time to shop the sales.  

First Pres has been a generous supporter of this 
mission for several years so please pick up a 
box.   

Thank you Lis Slenk for your time and support 
for this mission.   

 

 

Father’s Day and Welcome Luncheon 

First Pres celebrated Father’s Day with a Lunch 

eon following Sunday Worship Service, June 

15.  Mark Tarbell’s Daughter-in-law, Marites 

Francisco Tarbell, who just received her visa to 

the United States,  was welcomed to First Pres 

at the luncheon.   

Thank you to all  for making it a day of           

celebration. 

 

 

 

 

Wedding Bells rang at First Pres.  Mr. and Mrs. 

Dean McFarland were united in Holy                     

Matrimony, Saturday June 7th, at First Pres.  

Pastor Justin was the officiant  at the               

ceremony.                                                         

Congratulations Dean and Laura! 

Seussical the Musical – 34 kids audi-

tioned in person for the musical Seussical 

There are 44 kids in the cast.  Rehearsals 

begin July 1
st
.  M&T will match donations 

made to the nonprofit theatre company up 

to $5,000.  If you know of a business that 

would be willing to pay for an advertise-

ment in the playbill, please contact Shelby 

Marple at 716-334-3335.  The shows will 

be at 7 p.m. on Friday, August 29, Satur-

day, August 30, and Sunday, August 31. 



 

 

Tryouts for the Seussical Musical Jr   

Cast Members 

Suessical Jr will be presented at 

First Pres, Friday, August 29, 

Saturday August 30, and Sunday, 

August 31.  All shows at 7:00 PM 



 

 



 

 

  Actual $       Year to Date $     Budget  YTD $ 
GIVING  1,973                 12,597         11,730                                
Investment Income, Other           399                 11,148              17,500                 
TOTAL INCOME                       2,372                 23,745              29,230                                          
EXPENSES                              7,101                 52,192              57,815  
NET (Deficit)                            (4,729)              (28,447)            (28,585)   
 
Investment income was from the Marshall Trust.  Expenses included $558 for         
National Fuel, $357 for Workers’ Comp annual premium and $244 for National Grid.  
                                                       

  

 

Please  Pray  for  Those  Who 
are  S ick  or  Shut - in  

 

                  Shut-Ins                                              

Dolores Coleman     Jane McNaughton      
Bob McNaughton  
 

                     Prayer List                                                          
Bill Karches                        Toni Pryor                                            
Mark Tarbell                       Collette Sorg                                            
Brian Tarbell                       Rita Horner                               
Cathy Rieley-Goddard       Dale Roat                                           
Gary Horner                       Mario Tonellato                  
Christine Goddard 

Budget Report for May  2025 

    July Volunteer Schedule 

Lay Readers          

July 6 - Carol Dashineau                                   

July 13 - John Goddard                                     

July 20 - Lis Slenk                                                               

July 27 - Carol Dashineau                                  

Communion Servers             

June 1 - Jeanette Lamorie and                

         Dori Parry 

Sunday Worship on YouTube 

Each week the Sunday morning worship service is 

video-recorded.  The video is uploaded to First 

Pres Niagara Falls during the week.  Check it out.  

The link to YouTube is                                            

 youtube.com/@FPCNFNY.    

      July  Birthdays 

        July  4 Carol Laucoux                            

 July  8 San Bae Kim                                              

 July 14 Jeffery Street                                     

 July 22 Kirk Parry                                        

 July 30 Abe McLarahmore                                     

                                                                               

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCV8PmvV_gWm7wjggyl-q03g


 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2  Nap        

Dinner           

5:00 PM 

3 4 

Fourth of 

July 

5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 

Session       

7:00 PM 

16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

July 2025 
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News and letters may be submitted by mail to: 

First Presbyterian Church, 311 First St.,  Niagara Falls, 

NY  14303 

ATTN:  First Press 

 

News may also be submitted via e-mail to the Church 

Secretary at firstpresnfny@gmail.com  or may be 

dropped through the mail slot of the church office. 

 

First Press is published monthly by First Presbyterian Church of Niagara 

Falls, N.Y., U.S.A. 

 

Editor/Publisher:  Janet Roat 

Reporters:  John Goddard, Janet Bianca, Lis Slenk 

Newsletter deadline is the 15th of the month.     
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The  News le t te r  o f  F i r s t  P resbyte r ian  

Church  o f  N iaga ra  Fa l ls ,  N .Y.  

Return Service Requested 

CHURCH OFFICE 

Hours: Monday, Tuesday and  Wednesday 9:00 AM 

to 1:00 PM                                                                               

Office Telephone:  716-285-3555 

Sunday Worship  10:00 AM                                                

Communion First Sunday of Month 
 

   Pastor:  Rev. Justin Marple                                            

Pastor’s Summer Hours: Monday, Tuesday, 

Wednesday & Friday 5 PM-8 PM.  By appointment                 

    Phone 716-579-4640, email  - contact @revmarple.com 

 

We’re on the Web: 

www.firstpresnfny.org                                                                              

YouTube  https://www.youtube.com/@FPCNFNY                

Face Book    https://www.facebook.com/First-Presbyterian-

Church-Niagara-Falls-117888153453785/ 
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