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Pastor Cathy’s Letter
Dear Friends,

| am so glad the ice is melting and the spring
flowers are poking through the ground. | think
that the change of seasons this year is bringing
good news for all of us. We have the usual
changes that we are accustomed to and we

have the changes that COVID has brought to us.

Having access to vaccines has made it possible
for us to break out of the isolation so many of us
have been living with over the past year. | think
we all have discovered that isolation really does
play with our minds. | cannot tell you how many
times | have talked with people who are not sure
what day it is or what part of the month we are
in. All of us lose track of days now and then, but
somehow this kind of losing track of time has
been different. This isolation we have all been
living with also has an impact on our memory.
Things that always seemed easy to remember
now slip our minds and we don’t even notice.

| am looking forward to getting together with
family and friends. | am looking forward to hav-
ing worship services in person. | am looking for-
ward to getting to know all of you a little more
than | have been able to since | joined with you
in October.

We have learned some things during the pan-
demic. Several of us have learned how to make
videos that we use for worship together. We
have learned to share leadership of the worship
services. We have connected with people who
do not live in our area. We are preparing the
sanctuary for reaching out to those near and far,
even when we are also meeting in person.

Continued

Continued

As we continue into spring and summer, | encour-
age you to find ways to gather with friends and
family, to gather with your church family. We are
planning some fun activities for the summer. We
are working with other congregations to reach out
and show God’s love and grace to people in our
community. Reflect upon your experience during
the pandemic and think about what you missed
the most, what you wish you could have done,
how you found comfort in the midst of challenge.
Share those ideas with us. Help us learn from our
experiences

If you have not already done so, please get the
COVID vaccine. Your efforts protect all of us. In
the meantime, we will continue to wear masks
covering our nose and mouth while we are at
church. We will also maintain physical distance
from one another. Hugs are not yet part of our
gathering time. Our separation now will make
hugs possible sometime in the future.

We will be back in the sanctuary for worship on
Easter Sunday at 11:15. Please plan to join us
and celebrate God’s great love for all of us.

Blessings,
Cathy

Easter Sunday Worship
11:15 AM
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Please Pray for Those Who are
Sick or Shut-in

Shut-Ins @
Pearl Durham
Dolores Coleman Elizabeth Ochab
Prayer List
Monique Wilson Rev. Jon Rieley-Goddard
Margaret Smith Robert Smith
Charlene Bush Bonnie Felstead
Carolyn Goddard Mark Tarbell
Bill Karches
April Birthdays
April 7 - Dylan Mott

22 - Janet Roat

24 - Carol Dashineau

27 - Robert MacNaughton
29 - Sihyean Kim

April Volunteer Schedule

b |
|
|
|
|
Lay Readers I
April 4 - John Goddard (Easter Sunday) I
April 11 - Carol Dashineau :
April 18 - Lis Slenk I
April 25 - Bill Karches I
|
|
|
|
]

Communion Servers

April 4 - Lis Slenk, Carol Dashineau

I'__________________'I%‘J

Holy Week Schedule

Maundy Thursday service, April 1, will be by
video and can be viewed after 5:00 pm

Good Friday service, April 2, will be held
near the far parking lot on Goat Island 1:00
pm to 3:00 pm. It will be a self directed ser-
vice featuring the Stations of the Cross.

Easter Sunday Worship Service, April 4, will
be held Sunday in the Sanctuary of First
Pres at 11:15 am! Communion will be
Served. Mask and social distancing will be
required.

Church Repairs

Repairs to the outside church stone work is sched-
ule to begin as soon as the weather permits. The
church’s large roof air conditioner unit quit last
summer and is scheduled to be replaced before
warm weather gets here.

Easter Lilies

Donations for Easter Lilies to decorate the
Sanctuary for Easter Sunday are being accepted.
Lilies cost $10.00 each.

Future Sunday Worship Service Video

The Session is working on the ability to video the
Sunday Worship Service and having the video
available Sunday afternoons for those who cannot
attend Worship Service on Sunday.

Budget Report for February 2021

Yearto Date $ Budget YTD $

Actual $
GIVING 1,211
Investment Income, Other 394
TOTAL INCOME 1,605
EXPENSES 7,741
NET (Deficit) (6,136)

7,181 4,916
447 5,116
7,628 10,032
18,152 20,660

(10,524) (10,628)

Expenses for February included $2280 for gas heat.

The office is now open Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, 9:00 am to 1:00 pm
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The Newsletter of First Presbyterian
Church of Niagara Falls, N.Y.

First Press
First Presbyterian Church
311 First St

Phone: 716-285-3555
Fax: 716-285-3482
E-mail: firstpres2@verizon.net

Return Service Requested

We’re on the Web:

www.firstpresny.org
You Tube https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LSk4U35pl2|
Face Book https://www.facebook.com/First-Presbyterian

-Church-Niagara-Falls-117888153453785/

CHURCH OFFICE

Hours: Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday 9:00 am
to 1:00 pm

Telephone: 285-3555

Sunday Worship 11:15 am
Fellowship On Hold
Communion First Sunday of Month

Children Sunday School On Hold
Food Pantry & Clothes Closed
Closet

BOARD MEETINGS

Deacons — 2nd Sunday of month—10:30 a.m.
Session — 3rd Tuesday of the month—7:00 p.m.

Rev. Cathy Rieley-Goddard office hours are Tuesday
9:30 am to 1:00 pm.

Mask and social distancing are required at Worship
Service.

Visit us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com First-
Presbyterian-Church-Niagara-Falls 117888153453785/

News and letters may be submitted by mail to: . ﬁ_}’/
First Presbyterian Church, 311 First St., Niagara Falls, T
NY 14303 Ne ' '

. wsletter
ATTN: First Press Deadline

News may also be submitted via e-mail to the Church Secretary at
firstpres2@verzon.net or may be dropped through the mail slot of the church
office.

First Press is published monthly by First Presbyterian Church of Niagara Falls,
N.Y., US.A.

Editor/Publisher: Janet Roat
Reporters: John Goddard, Janet Bianca, Lis Slenk

Newsletter deadline is the 15th of the month.

April 2021

Awalke, thow wLwtr:d earth
Fling off th Y sadwness!
Fair vernal flowers,
Lawagh forth
Your ancient gladness!
Christ Ls risem.

— Thowmeas Blackburna
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